Acle Parish Council 

Meeting Date:


Monday, 28th October 2013
Venue:



Methodist Church, Bridewell Lane, Acle

Time:



7.30 p.m.

Present:
Mr D Burnett, Mr B Coveley, Mrs L Hempsall (also district councillor) Mr B Grint, Mr J Harriss (Chairman), Mr A Hemmingway, Mrs D Hurst, Mr N Law, Mr R Perry and Mrs P Watson.





Brian Iles (County Councillor).
1.
PUBLIC FORUM 
There were four members of the public present.  Matters raised included regular flooding of the Weavers Way footpath, south of A47. The clerk will contact the Broads Authority.  Residents expressed their sadness that Clovers Tearoom is to close shortly.
Brian Iles gave a report on the Norfolk County Council vote to continue with the incinerator project at Kings Lynn.  He also reported that Herondale is to close shortly because the facilities were no longer fit for purpose.

Paul Cant introduced himself and talked about his experience as former football club representative on the Recreation Centre Trustees. He confirmed that he supported some changes to the administration and structure of the Centre.  After some further questions it was agreed to appoint Mr Cant as the ninth Parish Council appointed Trustee.
2.
APOLOGIES
     Mrs J Clover and Mrs M Steed.
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND REQUESTS FOR ANY DISPENSATIONS
Brian Grint, Nigel Law and Rodney Perry declared a pecuniary interest in any financial transactions with the Recreation Centre, as Trustees. Brian Grint also declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the Springfield development.  John Harriss reminded the meeting that his son lives in Springfield so he has a non-pecuniary interest.  John Harriss and Tony Hemmingway reminded the meeting that they each have an interest in a cheque to be signed at the meeting.
Lana Hempsall reminded the meeting that she is also a Broadland District Councillor and as such she declares a non-pecuniary interest in any matters relating to Broadland District Council which may be discussed at the meeting. 

Debra Hurst and Pat Watson declared an interest in the crossing for the A1064 as they live in the area.  John Harriss declared an interest in the proposal to link the new housing to Mill Lane with a new road, as he lives in St Edmunds Road.

4.
MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting held on 30th September 2013 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by John Harriss as Chairman.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
5.1
Training sessions have been arranged for “Dementia Friends”.
5.2
The climbing frame wobble bridge at Damgate Lane has been repaired.
5.3
The Council thanked Brian Grint and Simon Clover for removing the hanging baskets. The contents were taken to the allotments to re-use the soil, and the empty baskets are stored at the Recreation Centre.
6.
REPORT FROM YOUTH AMBASSADORS

Ciara Simpson reported that new ambassadors will be chosen soon as the original students will not have the time as they get nearer to their GCSE exams.  The Council invited the Academy to get involved in the new village website and the Community Resilience Plan.
7.
CORRESPONDENCE

7.1
The Norfolk Rural Community Council has sent their comments on the impact on rural communities of some proposed cuts.  It was agreed to discuss this at the next meeting before sending the Parish Council’s views.
7.2
Age UK sent notification that Herondale is to close.  The respite facilities close on 16th December and the day service on 17th January. Respite customers are being offered accommodation at Costessey. Age UK has visited various facilities locally to try to find somewhere suitable for day services and plans to use the Bure Room at the Recreation Centre.

The councillors discussed the possibility of using the site and/or building for village facilities.  It was agreed to request that BDC lists the building as an Asset of Community Value.
7.3
Acle Community Archive Group will no longer be able to rent a room at Herondale to store the archives, and wrote to ask if they could
retain the balance of the Parish Council’s donation towards the room rental at Herondale, to use towards their general costs.  This was agreed.
7.4
John Harriss, David Burnett and the clerk attended a training session on finance issues that will affect parish councils:  

i)
There is no further Government subsidy to reduce the impact of the reduction in number of houses which contribute towards the parish precept. Therefore every household will see a small rise in their share of the precept, even if the total amount of precept stays the same.  It was agreed that the precept decision will be explained in the Community newsletter.
ii)
Parish Councils will receive 15% of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) on new homes built in the parish.  It was suggested that parishes might like to meet with officers at BDC to consider what they might spend their parish share of the CIL on.  Parishes with an adopted Neighbourhood Plan will receive 25% of the CIL.

iii)
The impact of the reduction of recycling credits from bring-banks once residents are able to recycle glass in their grey bins, in about 15 months time.

It was proposed and agreed that the Council should invite Jill Penn from Broadland District Council to attend the next meeting to explain these issues further.

7.5
Notice has been received that residents of below pension age who used to receive County Tax benefit, because of their low income, are now assessed for a reduction on 91.5% of their Council Tax charge, and will pay at least 8.5% of the Council Tax. From 1st April 2014 it is proposed that these residents will pay at least 17% of the Council Tax charge on their property and be assessed for a reduction on 83% of the charge.

It is also proposed to remove Second Adult Rebate which is a rebate of up to 25% for Council Tax payers who used to be able to claim a reduction because they have other adults on a low income living with them.
The clerk reported that it has been very difficult to find out more about these topics and that BDC have been asked to make more information available on their website.

7.6
PCSO Paul McAllister sent a report of recent crimes in the village.
The clerk reported on a Norfolk Safe Place scheme that was adopted in Attleborough to help vulnerable people.  It was agreed to ask Acle Safer Neighbourhood Team if this could be done in Acle.
7.7
The CPRE has sent details of a meeting to protest about the quantity of housing proposed for the area around Norwich.

7.8
Notification has been received that the Christmas lighting will be removed as part of the renovations at Anglia House, and then replaced in time for the December lights.

7.9
The next meeting of the Acle Good Neighbour Scheme will be on Thursday, 7th November at 7.00 pm at Acle High School.
7.10
The Council has received a Freedom of Information Act request for any correspondence from 2013 held by the Parish Council concerning the Bridewell.  The clerk will confirm that the Council’s minutes are available on the website and there was no other correspondence.
7.11
Work is to start shortly on the replacement homes on Beighton Road. Residents are reminded that they must be on the housing register at BDC in order to be considered for the affordable homes.

7.12
A request from a local resident for modification of the old roadway at Crossway Terrace has been passed to Highways and to Brian Iles.

8.
PLANNING MATTERS

8.1
Plans discussed at the meeting:

i)
Mr Kerrison, Old Orchard, Pyebush Lane – single storey side & rear extension (20131380). There were no objections to the plans.
8.2
Planning results from Broadland District Council:

i)
Mr Collins, Weavers Way Barn, The Hill – garden shed and installation of air source heat pump – full approval.
ii)
Mr & Mrs Gooch, 15 Nursery Close – single storey side extension – full approval.

iii)
Mr & Mrs Croft, Woodlee, The Hill – single storey extension to rear and alterations – full approval.

8.3
Broadland District Council’s Supplementary Planning Document on a Food and Agriculture Hub. The councillors had no objections to the plans.
9.
HIGHWAY MATTERS
9.1
The residents’ petition has been considered by NCC; the recommendation was that the assessment of the need for a crossing on A1064 should remain on the pending list until it can be considered for funding.  As there is a long list awaiting assessment, the Parish Council could decide to pay for the assessment itself, with the estimate of cost being between £1,000 and £3,000, but it was noted that the outcome of the assessment could be that no crossing was desirable or possible.  It was agreed to approach a private traffic consultant for a quote.
To have a speed limit roundel painted on the road costs £300 each, plus the cost of traffic control. It was agreed to pay for two, so long as the total cost was less than £1,000.
The clerk had also asked about “gateways”, which work by reminding drivers that they are entering a built up area.  NCC is currently reviewing these and the likely costs, but this could be suitable for partnership funding in the future.
(Barry Coveley left the meeting at this point.)

9.2
The Parish Council’s suggestion of considering a vehicular access at the top of Mill Lane to the proposed new housing off Norwich Road, possibly including the closure of the existing exit at The Street, has been passed to various officers at BDC and NCC, for their comments. Norfolk Property Services is currently preparing the planning application which will include a traffic report; the parish councillors agreed that they would press for an emergency link road between Mill Lane and the new housing. The County Council has not yet been consulted on the proposal so had no definite views on the suggestion. 
9.3
It was agreed to order a Christmas tree for the Village Green.
9.4
The clerk will find out when the new Vehicle Activated Sign is to be erected on A1064.
9.5
Lana Hempsall reported on a meeting with the Broads Authority to discuss improvements to the footpath alongside the A1064 to Acle Bridge.

9.6
Some hedges were reported to be overhanging footways and a tree needs cutting back around a street light.
10. 
STREET LIGHTING


None.
11.
ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

Brian Grint, Nigel Law and Rodney Perry declared a pecuniary interest as trustees of Acle Recreation Centre.
There was a further report from the Joint Committee: the Recreation Centre Trustees are to discuss changes to the management structure shortly.  
12.
SPRINGFIELD LAND

The application was slowed down for two weeks by a detailed discussion about a bathroom window.  

Saffron Housing has agreed to pay 50% of the planning fee.

It was noted that the plans for the site have been displayed on the Post Office wall to inform the public.

13.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
BDC has confirmed that the Neighbourhood Plan must be in place “when the planning permission first permits development.” In the case of a full planning application this would be the date on which permission is granted. In the case of an Outline application this would be the date on which the reserved matters application is granted.
The second public consultation took place on 12th October.  The committee meets again shortly to review the comments and to agree the wording of the Plan for submission to BDC.
14.
ACLE LANDS TRUST

It was reported that Martin Greenland is interested in being considered for the new trustee for the Lands Trust.  It was agreed to invite him to attend the next meeting.
15.
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN

John Harriss, David Burnett and the clerk will attend a training session on 15th November at BDC.  The committee is hoping to work with the army cadets and the scouts on the Plan, as well as with Acle Academy.
16.
NEW PARISH WEBSITE

It was confirmed that the website fees would be inclusive of VAT.

The committee is working on writing pieces for the webpages.
17.
FINANCE





     £

Receipts:

Reimbursement expenses



  36.74
Donation





100.00

Morris – rent of garden land ¼


  58.98
Cheques for payment:

Veolia – skip hire dd




158.59
E.On – streetlights dd




601.78

P James – clerk’s fee and expenses

         1,745.88

M Ward – cleaning




716.06

T T Jones – lighting repairs



704.65

Wilkersons – supplies




  39.32

Garden Guardian – grasscutting

         1,064.26

NCF Play – play equipment repairs

         1,154.40

Norse – grasscutting




  89.16

A Hemmingway – repairs



131.64

Hugh Crane – Fletcher Room supplies

  34.45

HMRC  - PAYE & NIC



378.51

Norfolk Pension Fund




299.07

Alan Irvine – Springfield tree report


370.80

John Harriss – travel expenses


  19.90
Savings account 17.09.13


       52,757.24
Gilts 05.10.13




     124,600.00






     177,357.24
18.
MATTERS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
· Herondale site
· NCC cuts

19.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday, 25th November 2013.

